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BLEASE STATES POSITION
ON THE PRIMARY SYSTEM

rsr

Stands By the Eridge That Carried Him Over and Says That Not

Hie But His Enemies

Would Have De-

bauched the Electorate.

{5 ol

As the paramount Issue In the com-
ing State campaign may be the pro-
posed changes in the primary system
of elections, Governor Dlease's posi-
tion, as stated in his message to the
legislature, is of finterest. Follow-
ing mre his observations:

The Primary System.

Mpny years ago some of the voun-
ties of South Carolina adopted a
system of primary electlions, which
system provided for the selection of
candidates among the white people
for the Democratic nominees, for the
purpose of avolding & division among
ithe white people in order to keep the
negre vote from becoming a factor in
the politics of this State. Many
Years before that the eight-box law
had been in use, and it had been suc-
cegiful In depriving the negro of
participation even in the general elec-
tions, except to a limited number.

‘To go throygh the entire history of
this matter might be very interesting
to those wheh know nothing or little of
it, and yet It 'might somewhst reveal
& condition 'of affairs which it;might
be as well (o 16t be forgottén, Later
the Btate Demperacys' adopted this
primary elm:n—arslem for the pur-
pose of no ting candidates for all
‘State and county offices. Just a short
time afterwards the Demoéracy of
Htate adopted it for the selection of
mdldntea for Congress and the Uni-
icu Diaies Sunrie,

The last convention for the nomi-
natlon of a Goverror and State offi-
clals was whet.Governor John Peter
Fichardson was =ominated for his
secoad term. Then came the struggle
of the Reform party In 1890. The
history of this and campaigns from
then up to the present would be very
intéresting reading, but I prestme it
is unnecessary to give it here. How-
over, it seems that this system was
Mct y ry when Governors)
Ellerbe #nd Mec-
ﬂumar m a’luud. and it reached
fta Iielsht’mrﬁtb eyes of many people
—-omc ¥ cértain newspaper editors

are. condemining it and

ve most endid  satisfaction to
distitguished geatlemen, when
(Iournor mw and Ansel were

Nu!hlns wes heard of its belng un~
aatiafactoey ta this great elemeat nt
our pum g, Josepht ¢

ected to the Uam
aanm, end when mainy Con-
any. Bhte omciﬂs

b
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t empnisn came along
. the then verpot of South Carolina,
. on the 8th day of July, 1912, luued a
- proclamation. which read as doi-

7 (This proclamation offered a re-

~ v

word of $100 for tho first five convic-
~ tions of violation of the State law
- making it & misdemeanor to sccure
. Votes . breats, intimldation, or

t
m“lg ‘delivery or promise of

- money or ‘other articles of value.")

RF opening speech at Sum-
© Lo, M [T

. “After rudlng the pectione of the
ﬁllﬂtﬂ ‘Yegurtl to fraud {n cldc-
Ml. Qovertior Bleass sald:

; "lmd I ‘call dpon all of my friends
uo that any person who attempts
E vd\u ln this primary, or who
timia “olets by - threats of
uthurirm,- intely prosecuted,
it vou n lﬂﬂmhm 1n the
ecution of the

1_promise
u Governor nf' l in
M itehdtduse

State, to
JAobielieve B falr,
ctign,  apd, propose o {ay

o spe that it is heid
of a‘n‘r State. You,
l! thasw tﬁn

gﬁér-?&n. Wha i thet we

s to ses that we ga‘t h
t showing. T cannot
i nll; ciit anly do my part; It s
‘yours; U the people

~and.  the ‘corporations
ﬂ ﬁwlﬂmu and the'old ring take
thls’ ument, the people
rs The fauly will
the consequences
' the feople of my.
hé f ced to may . Cole L.}
18 perl.”

18 'bﬂmm n:u-*t!on :
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ieude- that they had spent money aiid - uma

ing got up by? Why did Blease's op-
ponent need such a enormous cam-
paign fund? Was it to pay bis cam-
palgn expenses around over South
Carolina? Was it to pay his son's ex-
penses in traveling with him and car-
rying his books? Was it to pay the
legitimate expenses of his campaign
manager? What was it for? Who
was to use It, and for what purpose?
Why did the rallroads make large
contributions to Blease's opponents
campalgn  fund? Why did certain
cotton mill presidents make such
large contributions (o Ulease's op-
ponents’s campnign fupu? Had any
candidate in South Carolina ever be-
fore needed o campaign fund such as
was ralsed against Blease? Did Till-
man use it, or Evans, Ellerbe, Me-
Sweeney, Heyward, Ansel or Bleasa?
Did (leneral Earle use [L? Then
why this powerful compaign contri-
butlon for the primary of 19127 It
that primary was corrupt, who cor-
rupted t? If men voted In it who
were ot entitled to vote, who hauled
them from North Carolina and {from
Georgia and pald thelr expenses?

It is plain to any thinking man, and
it will be ndmitted by any honest
man, that these large sumg of money
rafsed by contribution and handled
at a éentral burcau In Columbia and
by parties in other parts of the State,
are' what corrupted it, if it was cor-
rupt, and only by the true manhood
of the lonest gitizenship of South
Cerolina rising In its mlﬂht and re-
fuzing % L& bought and debauched
by this crowd, was South Cdrolina
saved from a m‘mpt government
ho;llsht at thaihl.lbt

ow, who ll.ble for this
great cry of m the primaries?
The Governor c]y stated on the
State House t.ha night after the
electlon, that the 'other side had sto-
len more votes.and -put them In the
the ballot bownn they knew what
to do with, is statement was n
slander, why ‘t he prosecuted?
Iff his statement was a slander, why
was it that the cotmittes of the State
Executive Committee, a large ‘major-
ity of whom| were composed of his
hitterest opponents, after they had
gone to Spartanburg and to Greenviile
and ‘to Andersér. and, 10 Orangeburg,
disbanded, gave up thelr investiga»

tion, and snul:é qui and mmt
into, thelr 1itt) "g! Eu’
ese charg@r-or traud and corrup-

(tlon ‘are absolutely unworthy but in
‘line with the solirce from which they
‘¢ome The man

who {ntroduced the
resplution in the State Executive

tee charging the white people
of this State with frand snd corrup-
tion in that election, pulled then the
rope which rangthe bell sounding his
death knell throughout the Democrat~
ic party of this'State. The partisan

‘maiority of the mmltue whlch took

T osed Aka
I ue =il 453 155t i Wil talie them

rurn of hard, honest struggle to re-
deem themselves in the eyes of the
people of this State. Today the peo-
ple are alive toithe fact that these
charges of fraud and. perjury and cor-
ruption have beon made against them,
the whit® people of South Carolins,
and when the tie comes, {f men with
the moral cocu and the political
backbone get upon the rostrum in this
Btete and cxposg, tho pefarlousness of
those who made nnd who took up
these charges, every one of thom will
be wiped from the face of the politi-
cal arens;, and those who stood with
the majority In'‘that eleotion will
agein stand with ‘the ‘majority, ~ for
fair dealing and for honesty.
No, it is not the system that needs
lmproving; it is. nu; he law that
needs amending-—we hdve Iaw énough
—but it Is the amweut of the law
ihat we need JFrosecute ihe men‘whn
h.nnd:d put money and(whiskey, .
who' i the fuldire hand :out mqner
:nd :hlnker Frogesite, ﬁ:; u:;:n who
ry to'buy voters. W e pep-
ple who hire men to travel through-
out the State under uu gulge of book
agents, noewepaper- . reporters . and
subscription 1list hunters, snd under
other gulses, and instead.of following
the voeations which . they claim to
follow, go, around ng to buy vot-
ere, trying to debavoh the citizenship
of the State, and so'liag fhe most wil-
ful and mallciows Jied ‘ugon the then
Governor  of thelr wmonweaup
ch men and {helr abecssories are
¢ mafd who altenipted to ‘vorrapt
the primary, and . it was only by
Blease exposing their schemes from
lhe public  stump . that they were
\ilﬂnm!—-by his showing np that they
nad caused a shortage in the bailots.

meﬁ- S welien o

a , Natlohal Untt ocbumty.| v
h Bouty cafdllna who is 41 i 0 he finys he 2eproduces this inl
. y 3'& of ‘CBRtA recent events™)

b hk

| one dollar of it.kas he' ever used or

1 ni oppoked to wny ohuun{a in' e |
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bribe-giver and the bribe-taker. And
wity surh large contributions
Dlecse's opponent’s campalgn, once
again, | ask. If people think these
cunlrlhutlu}:s were not asked for or
not given, names can be given,

Now, who had the control of the
State Democratic Conventlon? The
men opposed  to Governor Blease.
Who had control of nearly every
County Executlve Comimttee in the
State? Who, had the absolute control,
by a large majority, of the State Ex-
ecutlve Committee? Who appointed
the managers of electlon throughout
the State? When Governer Blease
wrote to the Chairman of the State
Democratic Executive Committee and
asked to have one manager at each
precinet, his reguest was declined.
When similar requests were made of
the Chalrmen cf the County Execu-
time Cowmmitteas, it was declined his
friends, The County Executive Com-
mittee, nearly all of which were anti-
Plcare, appoinied anti-Blease manas
gers ali over the counties, and these
anti-Blease 1enugers were in the
large majority all over the State—a
mnajority of two-thirds or more were
antl-admin!struilor men The ballots
were put in the Loxes which the antl-
administration men  had control of,
the anti-pdministration men took
them off to one side and counted
them and announced gso many for
Jones and so many for Blease. The
returns were sent to the County
Execuiive Committees, and the Coun-
ty Executive Committees, composed
almost overwhelmingly of anti-
Blease men, tabulated them and sent
them to the State Comimttee, and the
State Committee met and tabulated
them amd announced the result. Now,
how in the name of common sense,
with all the electlon machinery antl-
Blease—how in the name of common
sense, 1 repeat, could the Blease
men have committed- fraud? There-
fore, If there was fraud, na these edi-
tors and other are now loudly pro-
claiming there was, who committed
it? The answer is plain—the anti-
Blenge men, because they had all the
machinery In their hands. They say
theére was fraud. Now, T say, let that
be as It may, If there was fraud who
committed it, when they had the
managere, the county committecs and
the State Commi‘tee?

No, gentlemen, it I8 bul the ery of
the defeated. Instead of being brave,
true Carolinians, and saying, “We
have made our fight and lost,” they,
like the cowards they are, cringe up-
on thelr knees and holler fraud, for-
getting that they were the ones who
were in chargo of the election ma-
chinery, and that if there was fraud
they aud their friends were the ones
who committed it.

Now, gentlemen, what we want is
honest. electjons. Th& speak of us-
ing money. God knowsa the present
Governor has never had any to_ use.
He practiced law at the Newberry

and, he is proud to say, had an

&puonully fine practice on - both
;z’daa ‘of the court.n‘lx-le made & good| of

uc.-, and  mans to save -some
‘But not one nickle &f it lns}
used to sorzupt a voter; zot

for|

nva= —Ivn- fn AnBemnt Ave wmem oo
g =SS, =T

has m of his frlends ever. done 80, |
to. hin knowledge, and ceralnly’
tisv have evér done so, tlicy did nut
consult him before, nor hava the&
informed him afterwards.

What we peed js-to, eniorce ibe
laws we have sirleliy to the leiter.
Let every white man in South Caro-

B

lina, of legal age, vote in the prima-|

¢s, and If one comes Siom  anoihier

tate into this State and votes, or
goes from /one eounty into ‘another
and votes ilegally, let the men whom
lie votes for, as well a8 the men wliom
he votes against see to it that he is
prosecuted to the full extent of the
law. If one man offers to buy the
vote of another, Iet the latter prose-
cute to the full extent of the law
the man who offers the bribe, and if
the man takoes the bribe, prosecute|
him,  Enforce the laws we have. Let|
honesty and square dealing begin
with tho State Executive Committee,
end let it he followed by the county
commltteea and kept up by the man-
agers of election. We bave all * the
law we need; we have all the honor
wo need in South Carolina to enforce
that law, And it comes with i
grilod from that cr. 4 which had con-
trol of all the cleciion machinery, to
charge frand, when they and’ thelr
friends wers the only ones who Sduld
havu commitled any fraud

Flm systom. 1 belleve in hqnast
3 mrn?s. und I - ieve in létting ev-|
ery white man poticlpiite in the pri-
mary who 18 ¢ ;ible fo vote undér
thé rules of t* + Democratic party.|
Wheneéver we «.prive the white peo-
ple of the rly’  'to vote, or any large]
number of { . of their right to
vole, we wil oreak /up, thoe primary
system, baer - .o those who are quall-
fled want t' + right fo vote, and they
should hav: it, and they do cot pro-
pose w be uut hymputyotman,
tmllnt wlth a. free. na—

":;:‘:.(‘h(; rlmmmr tlm‘:u m;m .aa t:
df his messtge, Nis gddres
tl:ha mphle ol Bouth {‘arolmh. Iasued
onthe - 10th’ of September, 1913, “tn| DI
which he ra'newed tha ‘ovents of the
a?h en ﬂd “e‘nhlneﬂ from - (his
oW
:le adds gizo the sddress ho (ssued bn
PeODIE. Lo

28, 1912, nmnl ‘the address
ml R;‘? “big vote for tae Demoeratic | *LEUral :
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BLEASE REITERATES

fnﬂmndgnt to promulgale, - make

vots of that mﬁ. “t“

ht3 RECOMMENDATIONS

1 beg to relterate

the following
recommendations contained in my
annual message to you in 1913, fin

which message you will find my views
fully expressed, with my reagons
thereof: i

That you change the name of Clem-
son College to (allioun Unliversity,

That you abollsh the Board of Par-
dons, er pay a sufficient salcry for the
work to be done,

That you take some action in re-
gard to the cotton mill mergers in
this State, and the Carolina Public
€lzrvice Corporation, and generally In
regard to trusts and tombinations.

That you fake mction to prohibit
any town, city or county, or the State,
from giving any exclusive rights,
pfivileges or franchises to any cor-
poration or individual,

That you require all corporations
In this State using the water power
of the State to pay a tax or license
therufor,

That you pnss an Act reducing the
legal rate of intercei in this’ State to
sb_: per cent. Figures recently com-
piled by ‘the Agricnitural Depart-
ment of the Government show the
enormous ambunt of Interest which
the South ig paying, In compar.son
with the rate In the Edst and North,
steadily draining the pockels of our
people, and particularly the ‘farmers,
This is o Inotter, gentlemen, of vital
importanc t-. mnd it demands your at-
tention.  Becurities in South Caro-
lina—particularly farm lands—are
as good a§ can be had in the world,
and it is, simply, oppression—nothing
short. of jt—which takes from the
pockets of our people an average in-
terest af mare "l"\ al-h} nar oont.

when other States are 'ﬂyln;. some
of them, between: five gnd six.

That you prohibit Lunks from
charging . customers exchange on
drafts or checks.

That you prohibit express com-
panies from charging for returning
money collected on C. 0. pack-
ages

That you pass, a flat two-cent pas-
senger rate on all railroads in this
State.

That yon take, gome actlon in  re-
gard to the congepled weapon law.

That you make it a misdemeanor
far dny mewspaper editor, reporter or

‘Dublish;.false reports of the speech
of -any pergon who is a, mdldm for
any county, Stale or National officg,
and that muryul an.act to the ef-
feot that when @ny -newspaper.. pub-
bri.lishes a sistement ln Tegaid (o any
PEioul mﬂk';'*mmfmw.: ARat. wosn
person. JPBPOT.A COT~,
u}.raeﬂun of. sald-ggnorf, the aditor or
ger| of ‘the paper he required to
publisk Baid correction. in.the same
columu-of the same {nh:a. aln;! w;i nﬂn{u
lar g8, a8 the criginel arti-
cm':rh“na”:wnmln the person was
misquiited: or misrapresented,

Thet you' submit to the pwple -\uch
constitutional .amendment or amend-
rn-nl- fia miaw et m-mw tn a-nvld-
for tﬁa election’ u Jud(au by the peo-

le. [t 3

g I beg to miterste tho following
‘recommendations contained In  my
annual message to yon'in 1912, in
which message - ¥you  will find my
views fully "8xpreascd,, with my ren-
sons therefor:

That you (nvostigate our institu-
tions of highor lenrning. particulerly
. with regar® to l.lw amount ol thelr
expenditures.

That you look . lnto the mutter  of
t'ie too groat amount heing  pald
ror water and lighta by the Statoe,

That you leok fnto the matter of
l.hn too great amount being pa.d to

 Uatawba Indians, <

it you inv _iue‘ lntn
léi- of purchase for.
and that yon
all these purch
such manner as 10 s
@8 which shouldihe.

ng them In bulk
ch;!lln all the s

you hive oh

mittee ieyastizate

E mn-.-
'

ing ‘clubs mnd Ay
lf they ‘are viola
E:S Bo;:t!ls 23839
T::l, voh  pase m Act which
would nn& tho eu:. ot dlshind!nt
efiro lod -
n'ﬂ&t you pPass _‘)\e‘t Fmblblm
ghy white pereafl from teaching 1
nmhlehoolt or tton ua.ch.'nz n!-
chflgren. '~ | SRS
mm“" Favis "9”‘.1‘* . ?:
the &uc & Ation - 1040]
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REAL ESTATE DEAL WAKES XEW
RECORD,

Big FProperty

Place In Ureemwood—New

Home For Bank.

Greenvood.—The largest real es-
tate transfer in the history of Green-
wood was the purchase by the Peo-
ples Trust Company lust week of the
three story fireproof office building
owned by F, B. Grier and J, B. Park]|
nlgo the two story brick store adjoin-
ing the goffice building, occupied by
F. B. Cobb and the large two  story
brick store on Maxwell avenue own-
ed by Messrs, Grier and Park, occu-
pled hy the Hartzog-Hagood Veiicle
and Liveatock company. The Peoples
Trust company is a holding and trust
concern organized some time ago.
Its officers are B. F. McKeller presi-
dent: . Charles E. Klugh, secretary
and treasurer. The directors are: F.
B. Grler J. B. Park, B. F. McKellar,
E. Z. S8eyvmour and Charles E. Klugh.
The Peoples bank will occupv a8 8
first floor of the office bulldlng and{
this is being handsomely fitted up now
with the Iatest banking fixtures. The
bank will move In about January 15.

GIFT FOR HOSPITAL.

Greenwood Imstitution.

Greepwood.—Willlam H, Balley of
Greenwood has made a gift of $5,000
to the Greenwood hospital making it
possible to wipe out the indebtedness
of this institution. Mr. Bailey inti-
‘mated his intention to do this some
time #go to the ladies.who have la-
bored so long and so.earnestly to es-
tablish ‘the hospital and some days
ago he told them he wished to make
the gift now. The hospital had a
_delit, of §5,000°cn its bullding and the
 BiiL Ul mir. Dulley MEREe L Lres ol
debt. The only condition aitached to
thia gitt by Mr, Bailey is that the place
‘shall klways be used as a hospital. In
case the hospital is abandoned the
sum ziver by him to revert to his
estate,  The urunwuud itospital has

years and lias been of very great ser-
vice to the community and adjoicing
sections. It was fosterad from fts
hoginnine hy s sesanciatinon af ladioes

Vs, B. D Andraws is nrusident of
the modatien \

BIUHHD'{D‘B BANKS

For the Regional
Kerve

Aa!ltely ‘at “‘o&c

l‘tlchmund. Va—Richmond bankers,
who are on tour of the Carolinas in an
effort to enlist support for the move-
mont to have Richmond designated as
the location of & federal reserve banik,
held a maetlng in Raleigh tonight and
will pu he campsaign in other
citles duting the next week.
Th tnt 1 heing emph(ailed that
tﬂl trying 'to be " nomed
Mr %tﬁnta. o kers ' asserting |
t the

'l.li:r hﬂ-bnpbalns o.n:r at-!

ginia ‘and North Caroiine citios
1y endo Richmond; and
: .delndi ot 1 the fleld will pro-
eg:t_ carly nett week to Bohth Cam-
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Dreath

Ll
Abhn'rﬂll!.—-—!llclllrd Somuey Jr iy
wis crualed to death lest night in the
Alr, nﬁr Atere. He
[ Was ‘a.flagmh- the ¢ompany and
was on his-way to go out his rum,
when att ‘to aveid one train
mu phed , in front of an en-
backiug up ‘to the roundhouse,
He wad instantly killed. He was just
28 yedrs of age, and had been working |
sonly _six months,

udden was a great shock

Yransaction Takes|

Piedmont Insurance Agency
PROMPT SERVICE
Fire, T@maxd]@, Accident, Health, Steam Boiler,

Fly Wheel, Ln@bﬁl]n&y

!

 Willlam H. Bailey Gives $5,000 to|

been in operation’ now almost (hree |-

§oiunl bank flow Is East-|

m:m ﬁond‘le:,iirn !rflel:. lut:nt '

INSURANCE

Best Companies

Office on Second Flocr, Brown Building

M. M. MATTISON, Pres.,
C. E. TR]UBIBJLE Sec.& Treas. JNO. L. FARMER Manager

JAS., W. ILI[N]LIEZY Vncac-]?mso

4 Rayo The Reliable Household Lantern '

— strong;--“durable, compact, handy.

l-

There is always need for a good
lantern around the home—in the
yard, in the cellar, in the attic—
~wherever a lamp is_ mconvement
or unsafe. o ‘ _ ,
The RAYO is ideal for home use. It gives a
ciear, bright light— like sunlight on tap. It is
: Doesn’t
leak. Doesn’t smoke; Easy to light and

rewick. Will last for years. Ask for

the RAYO.
At dealers mrywﬁm

STANDARD OIL COMPANY
Rapeeepc  Srnimm  Sulisne

orfolic, Vi
CHA RLESTON & WESTERN ( CAROLINA
-RAILWAY

—The Augujta Short l.!n:—-

Y“‘

Afriize.,: by 4 3
" No. .5 11:40 AM
No. 21 3:45 P ‘No, 6 3:35 PM

Information, Schedules, Rates, Etc., prompt!y given.
E. Wllliams GPA, Augusta, Ga.

T. B.Cmﬂs ‘C-A, Anderson, S. C.

BATTERIES

- We have on hand at all tlmes a fresh

supply of Battenes for all kmdﬁl of
serv1ce.

R 22'600AM‘”

Onhn m 'nmum m nuu- “viotas:
ntoes; i Sagar  Com;y T




